
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 1 May, 2018
Between 7.30pm and 7.40pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
Cllrs Andrew Shone, Jenny Tinlin Joanne Nicols, Ruth Appleby and Steven Farrell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, James Robertson (Hexham Courant), Gary Rogerson 

Apologies for absence

There were no apologies 

1. Election of Officers

Andrew Shone was proposed as Chair by Jenny Tinlin and seconded by Ruth Appleby.

Steven Farrell was proposed as Vice Chair by Andrew Shone and seconded by Jenny Tinlin.

2. Summary of the year’s activity
This report outlines the progress on or resolution of the significant matters of business covered by the 
Parish Council during the past year.

In progress
 The Parish Council has begun the redevelopment of the Millennium Green. Shrubs planted are 

beginning to take hold and plans have been made to resurface the first part of the footpath in the 
green. Further development is planned when funds are available. 

 Through the Parish Clerk there has been representation of the Parish Council with the Ray 
Windfarm Community Interest Company. This is now very close to being finalised and a process 
for applications developed as well as the appointment of an administrator. Meantime the Small 
Grant Funding has been created via Community Foundation and the first decision panel sit on 22 
May. 

 The Parish Council is undertaking an active part working with HLF Revitalising Redesdale. The 
HLF funding was agreed in November 2017 and the first of the projects are beginning to be 
development and rolled-out.  

 The Parish Council re working with Northumbrian Water in respect of the replacement water 
treatment works that is due to go ahead in summer 2018. Northumbrian Water is promising to 
provide a legacy to the Parish following the completion of the work.

 Dog mess is still a problem across the village. The Parish Council are making dog mess bags 
available in certain areas and fixed signs warning owners of potential fines. Footpath stencils have 
been used and it would appear gradually the village is becoming cleaner.

 The Parish Council considered 14 planning applications during the year. Many of these have 
included locations at Otterburn Hall Estate. The Parish Council continue to share with 
Northumberland National Park the concerns of the community at the lack of water and sewage 
infrastructure at the location as well as an increasing amount of anti-social behaviour by a few 
visitors.  

 The Parish Council are, through the Local Transport Programme Plans, looking to get NCC to 
install a footpath beyond the Willow Green junction to the RTC and possibly Otterburn Hall 
Estate together with street lights.  

 The Parish Council have employed a ‘handy-man’ on an ad-hoc basis during the year and he has 
undertaken work on the footpath fencing to Otterburn Mill, repaired the notice board as well as 
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undertaken repairs at the Play Area. It is planned that the public seating across the village will be 
‘cleaned, repaired and repainted during the summer.

Resolution
 The long awaited traffic calming has been completed. Whilst not everyone is a fan of the final 

installation there is agreement that it has had a positive impact especially on traffic entering the 
village from the Jedburgh end.

 New play area equipment has been installed. This latest addition is for younger children and 
together with a new welcome sign the area is an asset of the village and attracting children across 
Redesdale to play there.

 The annual village tidy up was again a success with a good number of bags of litter being removed 
from the streets and undergrowth of the village. The Councillors thank those volunteers that 
helped with the tiding. 

 The Parish Council played an active part in the work with NCC to secure a replacement 808 bus 
service following the previous operator cancelling their contract.

 Joanne Nichols, Andrew Shone and Ruth Appleby are welcomed on to the Parish Council.
 The Parish Council have agreed over the past year donations to Tynedale Hospice, Great North 

Air Ambulance, Community Action Northumberland and the Otterburn Memorial Hall.
 After careful deliberation the Councillors agreed to increase the precept by 5% to £6,562

3. Finance update (Clerk)
The Clerk advised that there was an opening balance on 1 April, 2017 of £22,145 and closing balance at 
31 March, 2018 of £10,053. The large opening balance was due to funds received for new Play Area 
equipment but the work did not take place until summer 2017. This accounted for £13,796 of the total 
£18,523 expenditure during the year. Clerk’s salary totalled £2,517 for the year. An additional £519 was 
spent at the Play Area on maintenance as well as new signage. £800 had been agreed by the Councillors to 
donations and £524 paid for the Parish Council insurance. Income came from precept of £6,250 as well as
£2,000 received from the Green Rigg windfarm for development on the Millennium Green. 

4. Report from County Councillor and questions
Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.  

5. Matters for further discussion
There were no other matters raised.

Meeting closed 7.40pm
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